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|

This paper attempte to desaribe some peyohological aeﬁ?ote of the Soviet radto’s

il i
ganda method, as distinguished froam 4ite splecirio content (whioh latter was the subjeot oq a

|
repart 1ssued jon 17 June 1949%), The ward "technlques” 1s hore rather m'oud:l: defined; the

paper covers not only ‘some of the specific| tricks or d.evioee uaed m Soviet radio propaeanda, ;

but alsgo some psychr].wlogicel aspects of Radio Moecow's more: pasic propaganua strategy. On1

the other hand, since this is a mreliminary approach to the‘ problem, there 1s no attempt to

cover systematically all of the elements the problem, It ahould be noted that 1t 1s ,

impossible toldraw a sherp line between the Soviet radio'a | content and mothod; method in-
volvens the principles of content-selection, and these principles vill be briefly considored
here, although they|are more fully illustrpted in the a'bmre-mentioned report on the Soviet

|

|

radio’s propeganda i:ontent. 1
ez

The mwethods of | Scviet zmdic propagenda considered here‘* can be grouped (scmwewhat . - ... .....

arbitra.r:t:kv) nnd.er two. broed headingss (a) those whioh- are regular]y wsed by a wide varlety REEE

' propﬂgandiate in/many different fields |of communication and whioh are not peculisrly
< |

Soviet except with refereme to the subJeota to which the. Swiet rad.io applies them, and | . ..
(2) thoee which are ‘open to aerioua queetion from either an ethical etand.point (1 8,, “t:, th")‘
or a praotical ‘standpoint (t.e. ) vu.’lmerability to exposure ;or axploitation by akillful L
caurrrer-propaganda)r For the purpoaea of {this paper, the rirst graup has 'been labeled

"gtandard"” tel:b.niqu}aa; the second group, ‘‘more wlmrable"‘teohmguoe. ‘The first group in-
volves Ixrmci‘plee w] fch may be: cona:ld.ered. mmve or leaa baaio to moet guccessful m'optsanlh

anﬂ which areJ not of J of themselves neceaaaril;r open to qwaatian from ei‘bher an ethionl or ‘
practical ste: poin’c. The. aecand g.r'oup 1ncludaa those teohm.quea Hhioh, because thoy imolva
gross d1stortion, raise the question of whether that d.ietartion can be pointed out and/om-
explolted by ‘q].erl: propaganda opponents, (Tt should be pointed. om;, however, that some loi’
the wam in which Redio Moscow implements the "standard" techniquea ‘are actually open to ‘
gerious guestion, |[For instance, the "encrmous emphasis on the lying and hypoorisy of the
enemy, " which is harg meationed in commection with the "effort to nppear o‘bJeotive

/e “standard’ teothue , 18 not 1tself either stardard cm ' bastc to rropaganda in genoral.)

% "The Mout PIMB ana Sub-~Themes 1n Soviet Radio Propaganda (Arril 1949),"
17 June 1949, :
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SUMMARY

"STANDARD" TECHNIQUES

1, Unity end simplicity of basic theme-content. The one moat inclusive theme 1s that

the world 1s engaged in a gigantic etruggle between Right and Wrong, The lins drawn be-
tweon the two camps 18 not simply botween Esat ard West}; oonsiderable stress is also placed
‘on the contraat; within gach Westorn pation, between the small “imperialist™ ruling -
mincrity and the great peace~loving, demooratic majority, This device seema designed to
‘oiroumvent the antagonism that might be created if "America" or "Britain" vere oi’ten;ltuokod

aé suoh, and it also adds to the impression of overwhelming mungrical puperiority--and .
therefore inevitable ultimete viotory=--of the "democratic” camp,

2, Diversity of subthomes and illugtrations. Repetition and boredom are avoided not

by varyiné the basic themes but by comtimual charwe in tha material used to 1llustrate them,

3, Universallty of appeal, The old appeals for revolution and the dictaturqhip of the
proletariat have almost disappeared (at leaat in ptropaganda beamed. to fm'eign ludienoes) 3 m

thejr place 18 a stross on mare "untversal" velues~=-peace, democracy, national miependenca,
mmlity in general. .

I, Effort to appear objective, Though it does mt‘ohm mutral!:ty, Moacow q.ges in

many ways build up the 'mm‘eaﬂion that its version of _even;.e 1s the aimple and olzv;_bug
truth, For example, the cemmentaters! tome of voice is unemotional, their material gives
the mpress_'ion of being factual, there are ;frequent'pl;lraeos such ag "tlge vhole warld knque,'f

-~ apd theré 1s en effart to ap’pear. qelf-o'omistént (o.g., by not contradicting to one naticnAl
audience what is said to -another),

. -5..8election and omission.

Though it rarely induiges in cbvious lying, Moscow com~
timally forces events to £it into and suppart its own propegandistic ploture by the device
of ﬂeleci';ion end omission, Events which are headlinsd in the Western press are regulsrly
soft-pedal;ed or cmitted entirely fram Moacw's mtimt 1f they reprqsont .urol's' of quiqt A
(defea’o, Soviet moral vulnerability, or confliots (such as the oonflipt ‘between Democrats and

Republicans) which do not cofnatde with Moscow's two-camps pioture of the world,

COM“.L‘[EMIAL :
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6. Slanted 1ntﬂ tat;on. An equnl].y mnipreaent dovice 18 t.he uso of emotionally

loaded vard.e--"monopolmt f," "people, “ "admits, " | "demands, " f‘umakn " "obe‘diont"--'vhich,

in their contoxts, imply the Soviet interpretaticn ‘orf events, As ‘n rule 1t i8 made '
2 th : | .
\

. . . | ;
diffioult or mPoesih‘le fcr the listener to dist 48h between fact and 1nt.erpreution.

\
| : :
"MORE VULNERABIE" cmmc'mnmms : w 1 ‘

i Lo ]

1, Evasion of kez 1eeuaa, auch ag 1nd.1v1dua1 freedan in the Boviet sphore, the mplo-

mentation of atmnio-e‘naré;‘r co:n;rck Western fear of Soviet aggress 1on and the hietariell

|

'basis of that fear, d.ireo‘t econumlc comparisons ]etueen Eagt and weet, the ‘Saviet rolo in
|

tha Satellites, and diﬁ’erenoes between Eastern and Weatern dei'lniticna of i"domoorlcy. ‘

\ M ‘ 4
2 Avoldance of basic Bolshevik dootrino, such as the moeﬂaity of violenoo, the
|

dia*inction between prole;ariat and petit bourge 110 (nith "dictatorahip" ‘reaervod for the

ormer), "iron disoipline"" ‘uith:ln the Party, and the earlier Phrxiun chnllenge ‘to property

rights, religion, patmo..wm, and parliamentary demooracy, 3 i

: | I f f :
3, Unsugpcmted d‘w‘i‘;mm The factual appearance of Soviet proplgandn‘ 13 miﬂludins.

I'bs easential conclus‘iona‘ ,‘ though presented with jan air of absolute certa ilrty, are not, as a

rule, factually aupported; the impression 18 repeatedly siver_x 'bhat the conqluaiora are 8o

' | \ ' ' | |
Blurrigg of d.istix‘mti@m. The anti-Sovieit Righs aml ‘the an‘t;i-Soviot Iart, in the

obvious and uni-.'~':~aa.;.;ly nooepted. that they do not1 noed proof,

Western world, are af\ couz‘-ae equal]y "bud." from the atapdpoint of ‘tho Soviet State, Hoeow

does not confine 11:self, !hwmr, t2 zointing up|the "bad" or nnti-ﬁonet ohlrloter of both
|

groupa; 1t often explicitly donounces the anti-Soviet Left as "reaotiomry." It thue To-

Ik
peatedly blurs the dietinotion 'between Right and |Left in 1m;ra—natioml Western politica--

& distinction which, from\a strictly lhrxian "claas" podnt of viow, might be considered
rather mm*tant "Wall ‘stroot" apd the CIO, for inetance, &re doeoribed a8 equally "reaotion-
exy," Similarly, on the vhﬂ‘:e slde of the black-white dichotewy, thero 18 o ole_lzf
d1etinction made hetween ;®m11m and Communism, or between Booiglmm and | "people'a

democracy, "

-.‘

5. "snd.e—in. " An Accep‘b&ble 1dea 18 often |followed ﬂmdiatoly by & \1059 acoeptn'ble
ca— g SATOR R CEe e Ay o T

[ L1 s ] |
--qpparently on tho asaunmtion that the lieteximr'a attitude o:t‘ uncritical roooptivity

\
|  CONFIVENTIAL |
|
|
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0 i'qc'ceptﬂa:l.o t1dea w1ll also carry over to tho less afooept-blo one,

|
R

‘The stundard teohnique of slanted mtemoutioﬁ bogomos oxiremo

Hufaattcn of valnerability 41n at loaet four aspocts q‘t’ Soriot propugandas
citf implicit assuxmptions; slanted persplrase (which “15 muoh more

|

frequent than 'du‘c‘:‘r:t;éht misguotation); omitting the oontext; and "dn'bojlm."
IERE |

P
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A, TUNITY AXD SIMPLICTTY GF BASIQ THEME-CONTERT
| J |

A bani Propaganda prinoiple, succinctly stated by Hitler, is that to bo effective
"Iropaganda has to limit 1teslf to a very few points &and to use them like slogane until
oven the very last men is able to imigine what is intonded by such a ward." Soviet radio
mopaeqndq acrupuloualy. adheres to this Rrinciple, am far as its baqic theme~content
is congerned, Prac’cicqlly everything that the Soviet radio says suppcarts in one way or
anothex'[ a !aingle over-all theme: that the varld 1s divided mtq t\u}: opposed and ir-
rocono:wllnbjlo campa, with the Soviet Union and ite allies Torrosonting all that s good,

and the‘ Western “ruling circlea" togothez;-‘vith their lackeys througliout the world repro-~
senting all that 1s evil, The follaning}quotutions aro typical:

" st}ruggle betve4n tWo camps 18 going on throughout tho 'nofmld.{.. Tho anti-
imperialist camp q.r socialism and degnooracy has never been as qt.rons as it is
today, ... Lot them (the imperialista) not forget that in the struggle of
Pooples against the crimimml aohmea; of the imperialist camp, the leading place
belongs to the mightiest Power 1n the world, our Soviet Union, champion of the

|

groat|idea of friendship and mtorn?.ty of nations," (24 prte‘mbor 1948, Ba+)

"The $ov1°t Froposals for diaammont and 2 ban on atamic vqapo‘xle » 80 obviousely
in|the interosts of mankind, but conaistontly rejected by the U.S., Britain, and
other capitalist g‘rvenmems...." (13 October 1949, A3) |

| |
"The present rulers of the U,S, noed{this trial (of the Coomunists) es a protext
forn destroying rexmants of demooraoﬂ in the United States. Hitler hed to do the
same thing, The warmongers are trying to sweep from their path‘lall those who are !
not% in agreement with their program for the onslavement of the warld by the iy
American fimmial]msmtee." 20 Oﬁto‘ber 1949, I1) | ‘

Thore are subtleties in Soviet propaganda, but they do not 1ie in any cowplezity of the
basic 1deas which the propagandist triea to establish, There 18 a nf‘nimm of abatract
1dnologipal\ content; thq mrepagandist simply paints a picture of black va, white, using
the deepest/ black and the purest white, | i

The 8impiloity of the psychological mwea%ea called for in the lfiatqmr should also be
noticed, | The smearing of omo camp and the glarification of the other do not call for
any peycl{zolpgical Drocess more camplicated than ardimery associlation,) In the above
qnotatiopa, far mmmej, direct and explicit associations are mado between the 1dea of
the Baviqt I}nion and the 1deas of anti-imperialism, democracy, strength, friendship, and
disarmament; and thers are equally direct associaticns between the "Apericen financial
magmates” and 1imperialism, criminal scheming, refusal to prohibit tho atom bomb,
Qestruction of democracy, Hitleriem, ¥armongering, and enslavement of the world. Neithor
abstract ideology nar the ocomploxities of practical actiom aro al;aweq. to camplicate the
Picture, | Nothing is said here, for inatance, about how disarmament ie to be effected, or
how the qanjon atonic weapons is to be enfc:n-oed, or about the actual issues in the
Cammunist trial, | !

Angther 1llqatration of Mogcow's typioally%aimple asgociation af {deas is to be CTound 1n
the following quotation: B e | 1

"Tho| aims of this extensive (military aid) program are olear, Making use of 1t,
Wall Street monopoliate hope to keep the production of the Amoriqun war induatries
on high levels and to make a pmcd‘if.ab]jo sale of the surpluses of war matorial, "

(13 October 1949, A 5)

Tho references throughout this report are to the 1ssue of the SURVEY OF USSR RADIO
CADCASTS Dﬁﬁfhwhioh appeered on the date tkat 1s given, and to the Page on
hioch the |quo ion appears, | i

cofu'mmmx
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Here, the ostenai‘b],y factual character of the asgsertion 18 sapowhat more detailed and
apecific, Yet the essential technique 18 st1ll simply the emunciation of certain

ideas which prosu:na'bly arouse negative smotions in thé listemer and +he Juxtzposition of
them with ome of the elements of U,3, foreign policy, i.e. the Military Aid Program, In
thie case, the 91‘1!11.\19 equation is: 3 i

"monopoliata‘,.*.var...profita...vaz‘" eduals ?‘-‘AJP. ‘

The use of the label "monopolist" in this example 1s espocially characteristic of the way
in which Moscow nultiplies encrmously the number of emotional associations supporting ite

own version of th]e facts. A large part of the emotiomnl impact of Soviet propaganda ‘

cames not from the things that are said about the friend or the enomy, but simply fram |
the labels and appelatives used in referring to him; the friends of the Soviet Union are ‘ :
"the forzes of peace,” "tho democratic forces,” "the poople, " while 1ts onomies are J —

|

\

|

|

|

\

|

|

"reactionaries, " "menopolists »" "imperialists,” The langor of the two sentonces quoted
above 18 typical: in that it smears the encmy at least twice, once in the use of the ward
"monopolists” as the subJect of the sentence and once in the war-promoting character of
‘the activity in which the "monopolists” are said to be engaged. 4nd 1n both cases--but
egpecially the firat--it is a matter of eimple associatior and suggostion, rather than
any more complicated psychological process, Moscow almost never presents ovidence that .
nonoroly 1a prevalent in the United States or that monopolists control the Govormment ;
inatead, it rolia:e on the wimple and continually reocwrring use of the word "monopolists"™ N
in contexts in which another reporter of the same event would perhaps say "Congrems” or
"Washington" or "the United States.™ ‘ ;

In thia connection another fact should be underlined, In its treatment of the basic
two-camps theme, Moscow does not define its Primery ensmy as the U.S. per 80, but as the
Amorican imperialists, warmongers, monopolists, etc., and their ™lackeys” throughout

the world., Meny persons in the United States apparently assume thet Soviet propaganda
18 directed primarily egeinst America ac a nation, But this 1s true only to the extent
of frequent appeals to the vride of non-American nmations who are allegedly being reduced
to impotent subservience--"c¢cannonfoddoer”"-- by the American imperialists, Far example:

"The U.S, Plan for an aggressive var 1s no secret, .,., Weatern Europe must
supply the camnonfodder. ,,. TUnder the pretext that the atom bomb will not now
Play a decisive part, it was decided to concentrate mainly on the land forces
which are to|consist of Frenchmen, Dutchmen, Belglans, Italians, and Germans, "
(13 October 1949, 4 3) ' |

Generally, however, ‘¢che Soviet propagandists 1j:ake pains to drew a distinction--a distinc- ?
tion that 1s often explicit and nearly always at least implicit--between the diabolical !
"ruling circles" in America snd the democratic, peaco~-loving American "pecple™: i

"The COng'.t-oaast“dobate on MAP reflects the crisis experiemced by the bipartisan
bloc--a crisis thich 1s developing under! the praaéure of the growing dissatis-
factlion of thjo American people, This dissatisfaction 1e assuming an increasing
acale both in the United States and in the Marshallized countries, The wall )
of popular resistance 1s growing ever higher 1n tho face of the Americen war- =
mongors and their West-European pertners.” (13 October 1949, A 5)

And similarly, although the British "ruling circlesg" azj-e often described as accomplices
or vagsals of Wel:q Streot, the British "pecple” are pictured as bolonging to the camp
of peace and democracyt i |

"The British’ pc’ople have oxperienced the woe of wér and 1o not want to fight, \
They are a great and honeit people. .., Let the British people pronocunce Judge- -
ment; let them condemn those who speak on their behalf and defame their name, " %
(29 September 1949, I 5) i | :
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Thia technique paremmnb]y serves two purposes: (a) It takes into account the basic
~ppaganda prinoi;ple that the audiemo mat be flattered, or at 1eut not directly

antagonized Since almost every radio listener can ocmemer hmnelf ag part of

people” of his conntry, ho noed nat necessarily take offense at cnxx the bitterest '

Saovist attack on "tho policy of hia govermsont, Accarding to Moaool, 1t 1s not his" : K

policy but cno that has been adoptad in spite of him, with no oomiderntion of hia -

wishes, by those wor-proaont foroen of evil whose powex: 18 alJogodly guaranteed by the

capitalist ayetem. (b) This technique also sustains the basic Soviet appoal to

"jemocracy, " the argumont being that the USSR and tho People's Duooraoiou are not

oppouing Western Natioms as such, [but are ailying themoolves with the "peoplo in every

sapitalist mtion againet their "rulera. 1

| i
An aprroximation ‘to these generalizations cun bo schematiocally ropréuon’cod by tho
following diagram.

SRR 1 3
| '\j ? A
THE RAVIRT "™WO-CAMP' PTATURE L

OF TEE WORTLD

CAPITATIST | DEMOCRATIC

NATIONS KATIONSR

u.s. Britaein Ythers Poople'q‘ ' USSR
] ‘ s Democracies h

‘Cemp of ..
Imperialism.

!
A : i
|
i

Camp of i | ; §
] Demooracy o ! : &
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Five points ahould. be noticed:

- TONRDEATIAL
J .

(1) The abeolute contrast ‘s between the oémp of imperialism (the rulers in the
West) and the camp af democra (all the rost of the world), T

(2) The chief dividing lino 'b?tveen the t\to campe i8 not the vertical 11no
separating the capitaliat fr \ "dmooratic . rations, but the harizomtal lines
geparating the rulers in the Wont from *‘j"\;:r own peoples and from the fdemocratic"”
countries {1,e,, these under emmniat control)
(3) The ovethelmmg mmerioal suporiority;;ot the "democratic" camp, ag pictured
here, is well calculated to buq up th> momle of those who accept this picture by
sustaining ’cheir belief in the certainty af ultim:te victory.

(%) Dietlnctiona within e:lthe:r camp--rapre.lentod hore by broken lines--are oxtrome~
ly wvague and|as a rule are v nally 13ncn'od. ‘I'he middle claases as well aa the
workera in the West are 4impl 1t1y 1nc.1ude a8 part of "the people," and the

leaderr 1in the democratic mations (o.g., the Cammunist Parties) are pictured as unit-
ed and in mtimte touch with thoir own poople.
(5) The aroas ropresenting th?‘ "people” of ]'the U.S and Britain are here slightly
shaded. This shading is intended to roprenent the fact that in cortain contexts
there 1s condemmation of the policies of theue mations as nations, vithout ex-
plicitly excluding the "vqopl?" from thie| onden ation. For example, the matiomal-
ism of other\ capitalist .;ntiops, oolonialinnd. non-colonial is appoaled to by
picturing the threat of "Anglo-.ﬂmorican domimtion and mperialism. By talking
about "the ruling uircles in Qmer:loa, Moscow thus kills two birds with ono stone:
1t mainta ms\ the dlatinction 'betweon rulerl and people , in all the oontoxts where

this distinction is useful; and:at the aano tine |1t appeals to (ancl roatere)
m’cionalistic anti-Amsrican (and. anti-Britifeh) sentiment 1in othor parts of the

world. ! l ; ¥ ‘

B-

With all of 1te be‘xaic unity, howev r, Soviet propagand'a ie not crudely :rop»:s1 itious, It
also cultivates up-to-dntemae and variety, m{tho epd:rit of the advice given by Lenin:
"We zmst blame ourselves for being umble aa yet to organize a aurficiontlyrﬂide , striking
and rapld exposure of these despi ble outragea.]v When we do that (and we mst and can do
it), the most backward worker will| understand, lor Will feel, that the students and
religious sects, the mzhilka and 9 .authors arq ;being abused and outraged 'by the very
seme dark forcos that are oppreesipg ‘and crnshing him la't; every stop of hie 111‘3.... As
yet we have done yery little » @lmoat nothing, lto hurl universal and fresh expoauren among
the mmeses of the workers,” (WHAT ]S T0O BE DOl!l?,\ 1902) Similarly, there ;5 nov an
obvioua effort to\ provide the listemr with. continually fresh concrote expoauree of the
"despicable outragos " perpetrated py the enomies of the Soviet Union, Intereat is
maintained by varying the context ?nd by brinsins up contimmlly new 1llustrations , while
rreserving the esgential simplicity of the thenea vwhich these ™facts" serve| to 1llustrate,.
The keynote 1is not. repetition as 8 ch but unity-in—divoreity.

Ienin's prescrip ,Lon hag in faot 'besn elaborated and eyatemtizod There 18 a pyramidal
or ramifyving structure of themes aud subthemes| connecting the over-all two- mpa 1dea
with the ‘bhoueanda of specific illustrations, 'Four levele can be rather cloarly distin-
guished,* At tha‘ apex of the atruf'ture 18 the| moat guneral etatement of th? Soviet
position: the tw‘o-oampa picture 1L'.solf On tho seooer level of differentiatir - there are
| | 1 1 Co

* These levels are, of course, coastructa" whiqh overgimplily the reality,| In practice,
the structure ia muoh more cownplex, with Beveral typeﬁ of differentiation and an intricate
interweaving of themes, ‘ uE
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perhaps eight or ten major themes, each having both a positive am‘i a negative aspect, :
and differentieted from each other on the basis of the uajor motives or values to which |
they appeal., For example, corresponding to the desire for peace,|thore are on this level i
two aapecis of a single major thems: "We stand for peace, while ow enemies are in- 5
stigating war," Other such peirs correspond to the desires for "democracy,"” for maticnmal
independsnce, for econamic welfare, etc. On the third level, supporting each of these
ma jor themea, thore 18 & censiderable number of subthemes, For instance, supporting the |
ma jor theme thet "our onomies are instigating war" there are a number of subthemey mmde |
up of mare gpecific claims and chargea: "the Atlantic Pact 1s aggressive"; "they are
rearming for sggregsion”; "they are undermining the United Nations--the bulwark of
peace”; "they 2re remilitarizing Germany"; etc, And on the fowrth level, each of these
subthemes 1s 1llustrated in a variety of contexts comsisting of specific topice, events,
a1tuations, etc, For ingstance, condemnation of the Atlantic Pact‘appears in such forms
as these:

|

"The People*s Democratic Front therefore demands that all pa::rt;iea golomnly pledge -
to rejest under aiy cenditions Itaely's adherence to any association, coalition, or
blos which directly ar indirectly aims at unleashing war," (16 April 1948, G &)

"The peoples® struggle against the military tloc 1s growing, not only in Britain,
bt also in all the other countries participating in the North Atlantic Bloc,"”
(2 June 1949, A L) , ; :

\ k
"Is 1t Russia who proposes to replace the United Natloms by an aggressive military |
coalition?" (20 May 1949, A 6) 1

|
"The so-called Holy Alliance,,, represented the alliance of European monarchs,
exponents of the worst reaction, militarism, and the 1nhumn}oppression of the R
people,,,, The organizers of the North Atlantic Pact today are bringing to life
under nev conditions the same spirit of reaction, war and violence propagated more
than & century ago by the alleged Holy -Alllance,” (6 May 19749, B 5)
Whather the degree of variety 1s enough to preaerve the listener from boredom is a questiion
whish obwliouwsly could be answered adequately only by a direct study of the reactions of
the listeners themselves., The existing degree of variety, however, should not be under-
egtimated, In theme quotations (whose variety could be multiplied at lepgth) , for oxample,
the Atlantic Pact is discussed in two different naticnal comtexts |(Italy and Britaim), and
in conjunction with two other topice (the United Nations and the Holy Alliance), Also--
| apart frcam the frequent recurrence of a few key words such as "military" and "aggressive”--
| the variation of wording 1s considerable, |

. The policy of diversity is shown also in the way in which new developments are handled.
*! A major nev topic, such as tho Marshall Plan, the Atlantic Pact, or ourrency devaluatien,
. 18 ordimarily given a great dedl of concentrated attention when it first appears 1in the
news, Many cammentaries are devoled specifically to 1t., Then, after a periocd of weeks,
the amount of such concentrated attention typically drops greatly, but simultanecusly the
new topic is worked into a great varlety of specific concexts, The Marshall Plan, for
instance, 18 no longer the aubject of many concentrated commentaries, dut 1s repeatedly
i reforred to in discussions of epecific countri es such as France, Bolgium and Italy, as a
. cause of their econamic Weoes; and the "enslaving” character of the Plan 1s casually
. referred to in innumerable contexts as 1f 1t wore & universally réoognizod, solf~svident
. fact., The "Marshallized countries,” for instance, are referred to as if this expression
. i alone were enougch to damn them, By this process of dofooalizatiorjx and dispersion, a fair
, _ ‘

* The process by which a word lilke "Marshallized” cames into use is reminiacent of a
. passage from Ienin's WHAT IS TO BE DONE? in which he attacks the uncritical use of
certain catch-phrases by his "oppartunist” opponents., "BEvidently this slogan, " he said
(criticizing his opponents? use of the phrase, "freedem of criticiem"), "is one of the
| conventional phrases which, like a nickmame, becomo legitimatized by use, and becoms
almost likes an appellative, "
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decrossing the total emphasis on the topic in|gquestion,
I

C. ENIVERSALITY 4F APFBAL

The appeal of Soviet radio propasandn today is | not primaz-ily to the working class but to

" the untversal consclence and, self~-interest of |the peoples” of the world; and 1t ¥
1dentif fes |1taelf not primarily with revolution but with most of those universal or
near-universal values which nearly all of its IELi.at:ener:s preaumbly accept: peace, x

: mternatioml cooperatien, "democracy,” mational independence, opxoapority, econcmic a
soc1al justice, ets, In a sense, therefore, 1.te appeal 1s not revolntionary, dbut-- T

paychologic‘ally--conaemtive. o [

18 not always fully appreciated, To bring out|the contrast, it will be worth while to
recall mome| earlier statements from the-period before the Popular Front (1934-35)--
atatemsmsa pf a type vhich almost pever occurs ktoday (at least 1n broadcaste beamed to,
fareign sudiences): {

IR
. i
The extent of the change in this respect, eincf the earlier dnya of Marxist propagandnx

that their ends can be attained only by t*“q forcible overthron all existing

‘sostal |conditions. " (COMMUNIST MARIFESTO,
“The ralplnce:nent of the bom-s-é;m by the p;-o].etarian state | 16 impossidble without
& violent revolution."” (Lenin, STATE AND REVOIUTION, 1917)
*A wcrxs\ins class without a revolutionary party 1s like an amv ¥ithout a General’
8tatf, | The Party 1s the Military Staff oftthe proletariat,” (Stalin, FOUNDATIORS
OF LENINISM, 192%4) m

[

| w
"The Ccmmuniats disdain to conceal their views and aima, ‘I'hey open]y declare
|
t
f

In pmae af Luoh candid references to violence, !revolution, and military organization, |
and in place] of such frank appeala to the proletariat as a olaaa“ ve now bave euch

mnvemal appoala as the following: h
Porce. ]"Hho understanda the full value of peaoe better than the Soviet citizens? i
Who hates war nore deeply? ..., We won the ]war because -we hate war, apd aftor ‘
winning |1t we Joyfully replaced the military communiques With modest reports about
tha auaar beet harveat, the production of sauoopane, and preperationa for the

schosl year,” (Ehrenburs, 6 October 1949,

°~I "The workers of France demand a ‘governnent of democratm unity, ... x
’l’ha proaaura by the maases has forced the rgaigntion of Qweuille » ¥who had i
carried ont the policy contrary to the peoplo ts interest, 'I.’he French people say
the same| to Mayer as to Jules Moch~-'Away with you,'" (27 Ooto'ber 1949, G 1)

National| Irdependence, "Soviet public opinion does not doubt that sufficient
foree will be found in the Yugoslav peoples \for regaining once more their in-
depnadenco, and for occupying a worthy plaoe} in the camp of peaae and democracy
headed by the USSR," (6 Gotober 1549, D 1) 1

or A syatum’éic presentation and illustration 01’} the "univeraal"%ralues to which \

foscow nov appeals, the reader is referred to the\ FBIS report on the comtent of Soviet
adio propasandn (see above, p, 1), It may de notod here, hcmever, that the three
uotations siven above are typical ia several respeots' (1) They 4o not argue for
avolution, no‘ evorr-oxplicitly~~for socialism, (2) Thoy do:not use the word "slass,”

or draw explioitly any class lives whatsoever, (3) The connotations which Soviet
opagands gives to the werd “democracy” include poatiuty to a2 amall exploiting

inority, most frequently described as "ruling circles™ or "monopolists.” There 1a

ere an [(mplicit drawing of a class line, but 1t 1s definitely not between proletariat

nd petit bourgeoinmie; it 1s between "the people”" | (implicitly 1nolud1ne all middle class 1

|

et ".’a‘;E%W]l\\. |




oo i i ' ! | .
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An especially striking*tustration of -this moral emphasis Lle the ;ny in vwhich Moscow
handlee the topic of militaxy pewer, It almoet never ducu@ao’n.quiet military power &
pecifically, or in a way which could clearly be |1ntorpcreted a8 threatening or intimi-

ting 1ts reighdars, The lack of specific mflitary discussion could be atiributed to
he general Soviet policy of secrecy, but the relative infrequency of even vague gtate-

nts extalling Soviet power calla for some furthor explamation. In this respect, some : -
ersons in the Unitei States have made erronsous jpredicticns--perhaps because of ;
ssuming that Soviet peacetime propaganda, like szi wartime propagands , Would auto=- :
tically "capi%alize cn" any oppoartunity to advortize 1ts own military strength, For
instance, at the time of President Truman's arnouncoment of|Soviet poesession of the atamic
boamb, scms, peraons in America predicted that Moap\‘aw would capttalize on ite possession ‘
pf the new vaapon to strike fear into 1te Western neighbors, Actually the treatment of
this development was, like most of the previcus Soviet discussion of the atomic bamb,
pxtremely cautious, modest in volume, and wholly subardinated to al now emphasis on the
Boviet desire for peace, Ehrenburg!s statement that ™Prom Mogoow to Philadelphia 1t 18
18 far ag from ?hilnde!yh‘la to Moscow"-54 'atatemefnt quoted by the Amorican press-s~was madh
pore mearly an open threat jthapnpnything else in S8oviet; radio propaganda; and even this .. -
ytatement, when seen in 1ts ccmplete comtext (whijoh included an especially 1dyllic image
»f peace) could hardly have suggested a threat of Soviet aggression, Similerly, 1t 1@ & ;
rexy striking *;ot that the undoubted superiority of Soviet |land forces as ccmpared with )
those In Western Europe has almost never been "capitalized on" in any vay by the Soviet ; -
tadic; Moscow never conjures up an image of a ReA! Juggermaut rolliins‘ across Germany and ! .

franco, even in response to Western "aggreseion"z}by air against Soviet cities,
: 1 O |
clue to the Soviet reasoning cn this matter 4s provided byJ' the r:act that Moscow has
rccasionally in the past agcused the Western warmongers of Tbrandishing™ the atom bomb
jnd using 1t to "blackmail®™ the Soviet Union and the People's Democracies., A recent evoch-:
tion of the seme picture 18 the following: : } | : N
; i | .‘:,
"When we ef:eak of peace, 1t 18 not because,,|, we are afraid of the threats of the ‘
British and American bowrgeols who how menacingly brranq.inh their weapons but, when : i
the shooting sterts, will be eager to presa ‘them into qtho'r hands, the bhands of
Negroes, Frenchmen, or Germans.,.." (13 October 1949, A 5) 1

! ‘ i i ‘ -
ince Moscow goes out of 1ts way to detect a "brandishing” of weapens by ite ememies, 1t

way well be amxious not to lay 1teelf open to the| charge of i"brand;ahing" the Red Army,
t may reason that foregoing a chance to enhance Soviet military 1.08tige 18 (at least 1m
‘|4me of pesca) a price well worth paying in orrdez"‘to rreserve intact the propagunda immge

T the Soviet Union as & peaceleving, non-aggressive, h1ghly moruli‘mtion.

|.  ENFGRT TO APFEAR (BJEGTIVE | l |

. ! : : | |

*| basic and couuy}loxjoharacteriatio of effective prl'opaganda (ithdugh‘om which has only L !

reoly been discussed in detail) 18 that 1n a cexftfain sopae |1t mmet appear to be obJactive, R

the case of any mropaganda as inherently belligerent as that af}tho Soviet Union there |

of course a need to defime carefully the kind of "appearance of obJectivity" which 1t
ultivates, Certainly 1t doms.B¢h 1&F to appear neutmal.7e.undecided in the great world,
trugglo botweon Right and Wrong, The impression it tries to create 1a, rather, that the
orld struggle 1s between Right and Wrong, and that any soberly clear-headed snmd truthful
-erson would neceaearily see it and describe it in thm,w.{_..... | " .

ome of the indications of thia effart aro: i | : &
i ! : : | : -
.  Unemotional Tone of Voices Sevrval listeners have noteLl that %Moaoow's news broadoasts o
‘nd cammentarieg| are as a rule not given in an emotional "ao;npboc aratory” style, The ‘ 1
pnner of the commentator 1s confident and definﬂTe but not fxqitedr
i i i '
. Seemiogly Factual Emphasie: There 1s much news, and the ommentaries also contain
poh presumably factual m}garial. The impression |31von 18 that "'bhfia‘ happened” or "this
'3 true"--not that "I eay''this" or "éur position 1s that," | |

R
|
|
|
|
i
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bR Galr Hffacoment a.‘f Cumwnbtatergs? Apart from cemmentaries by Ilya Ehrenburgl apd an
comss ol 8uonymous satirical plese (sueh as the extraardinary "fable of Santa (Claus’ ‘
whieh appsared on Chriastmas Day, 1948), there 1s & merked unifearmity in the style of Soviet 1
commentatsrs and the articles gquoted by the Soviet rads~, The pronoun "I" is very rare,
In gensral, the listensr is not reminied of the existence of the human medium through which

he sees Tho Truth, . ‘ .

\ X

4,  Foequent Pnrases Suggest the "@bviousness" of the Soviet Version of the Fasta:

'Ag 4a }mm{n..qﬂ"’ﬁe whole werld kmows,..," needless to say...," 'there cen no|longer be i
ary demdt,,.," rno ons| even tried to deny..."--egch phrases are inmmerable, For ‘gnmple:

[

: | ! I
“he whole|verld follews now With emotion th{e speeches of the repreuentativea} of the
Baviet Unlon, Belerussia, the Ukraine, and Poland at the U,N, General Assembly 1n
dsfenas of| the v2otims of menarcho-fascist +errorism, Vishinsky in his first
© apasches at the 1“aet U;N, sesslon drew atteacion to monarchist-fascist ter:yoz?iam in
(zreme, wnd suggested that the U,N, should take the necessary steps for the cessation

-}

of terrorism in Greece,” (13 October 1949, E 2)
Thim guotation 111ustr}u1:ee at several points the !rather subtle devices used to ¢reate an
smpresaion of obviousness, It 18 not only that the horrible facts are agnsuned tobe so

orvioua that the "whole world" feels the same emotion when the facts are described, There
te aloo tha fact that Vishinsky "drew attention."‘ He d1d not need to "cleim" or to
"nrovefe-cr 80 this commentary seems to suggest, All he needed to Ao was to "draw. |
attention, " Similarly, the steps he "suggested” were "the necessery" steps. He 414 not ‘
claim or urge that they were necessary; they were simply "the necessary"” atepa.] It 18 f ;
1mplied that thjesir necessity was as self-ovident a faot as tho "monarcho-fascist terrarism” ‘

|

|

tteelf, J N ‘

i i
5. Avnidance ‘oi’ Obvious Iying: Truthfulness and objectivity are not identical, but they
both tnply that the picture presented 1s a true c:mo. It 1s therefore pertinent’ to note
the t-=santrary to the ‘mpreesiona of some persend in Amecica~--the Soviet radio cloarly takes
nains o aveld ‘obviocus 1ying., The cut-end-out lies that are cbvious enough to be apotted
by the ccdimary newspaper reader ere -fov and far 'betwesn, Even though the number of actual

out-and-out lies 1s pr;obab.ly sanewhat larger than this, i1t 1s dcubtful whether [they repreeeﬂt

the 1argor‘parti of the distortion that occurs; both melection and slented 1nterFre tion
are probably far mere |important, [ |

J

\ ‘ i
6, Cemalstency, 1.0., not contradicting to one jaudience what 1s said to another, Ancthor
m4acensgpblon of the qature of Seviet propeganda|is that 1t often lays 1tmelf open to clear
prooufs of incormistomcy by saying ountradictory |things to different audionoee.‘l There are
geeat, difforomces of q‘nmhasi'a on som® pointe in ;proad.cuta beamed to different Prp}an, but
in gensral these do net reprusent actual self-contradiction, For example, the theme ¥
German unity, which 18 greatly stressed in broadqaatn to Germany, is soft-pedalled in dbroad-
oasts to I‘ranc;oi; yot P‘loaoow has never said to FrTnohmen that 1t does not favor Goifxmn unity.
‘. 'Avsiding Predictiens That Might Not Come True: Fer example, in dimcussing vie "Western
eeonculo grisls” Moscow bao not made specific predictions as to when the full-blown "crisisf
wonld miterialize, 1 } : f
8. Ensrmous Emphagsis_on the Iying and Hypocrisy of the B : Moscow does nolt ofton !
explic1tly boast of 1ts own truthfulness or objectivity, but 1t i1s contimually [nttomptins |
%o smeer its opponents on this scere, with the tmplicaticn that what the Soviet radio says e
18, by commatT,, the ssber end unvarnished truthi. For instance: i

: . : J . 5

"Ho (Acheqon) mde laughable assertions that the Bonn "Govermment' had allegedly heen i

created on a trully constitutiemal besis,” j‘(ao October 1949, B 2) | & ]‘

| ‘ | |

"U,S, newapapers, whether Democratic or Ropixblioan are all alike, for they can ]
always be |[relied|upon to publish the seme lies," (22 September 1949, I 2)

. [

The Point |Four program "entails g8 poorly qa‘x‘nouﬂaged plan for the coloniznti&n and

total aub,‘ugatiqx::... of countries too weak to resist the expansion of U.S. mono-
polies,”™ [(29 September 1949, A 4) | o g

" CONFTIERTIAL
GORFIRENTIAL

A S N | i
T —— Approved For Release 2008/03/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500730131-2 g




| |
/‘A\pproved For Release 2008/03/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000500730131-2

_.._.l .
[

|

CONF Liuvi laL 25X1

-0 -LONETTNTIAL

.
4, Few Direct A 18 to Action ar toEmotion: If the harrible facts create fear o
arger in the listener, then that 1s his business; the business of the commentator 18 alimply
to dessribe The Facts; Such, at least, 1s the impression the Soviet commentator conveys,
hudio Mogsow very rarely makes statements in the imperative rather than the descriptive
tarm; 1t does not say|"Arime, ye prisomers of starvation?” Ostensibly, 1t morely dsscribes
the "“starvation" and leaves to the prria“onera the decision as. to whether they should "arise, "
Nar ars there many di:;ect appeals to emotion; for examylo, with two ar three exceptions,
therm hare bdsen no maqitored" instances }o‘m‘ oxplicitly gierifying hste,

1

| |
10, A Medium--Not & Low--Intellectual Level: In content, Soviet propaganda follows
Hitler's principle thq‘ "propeganda, ., pna to adept ite spiritual level to the porception
of the leaat intelligent of those towards whom it intends to direct itself,” In form,
however, the Soviet rald.io does not givoi the impreasion of talking down to 1ts listensers,
In vocabulary and 1in sentence length, for example, it represents a medium rather than a low
intsllectual level, This cambimation of a hasically simple black-white propaganda content

with n samewhat dignified and even ocoa:uﬁlonnlly & scholariy~-sounding form 1s well 1llus-
trated ty the follewing peasage: ]

“I'ha victory of Chinese democracy 1‘1“ been propared by the whole courme of historic
4eynl cpment, Tho‘ Great October Soclalist Revolutien signified & cardinal turn . in

#&e hletary of mankind, undormined the power of imperialism in colonial and dopendent
“ersuniries, auakenpd the oppressed masses 1n the Far Eapt, and opened & new chapter 1in
their atruggle for 14t-ration. ... The oxistence of the Socialist Soviet State in
ths neighborhood of China, ite mighty development, 1ts revolutiomry expsrience and
1ts fraternal sol;ldnrity were faoi:l‘.itating and inspiring the anti~-imperinlist and
azti-feudal struggle of the Chinese warking masses,” (13 Ootober 1949, I 2; quoted
fran PRAVDA) 1 : i

This passage repraaentt‘a approximately the upper 1limit of "intellectuality® 1n Present-~day
Soviet bromi-asts. In|its use of such exprossions as "historic development, " "oardinal
turn, " "colonisl and dependent, " "facilitating," and "anti-foudal" (as woll as in 1ta
frank use of the wexrd Trevolution") 1t 1s m1ldly reminiscent of the more ascholarly writings
of Marx, Emgels anid Lenin, Yet 4t 1s not vory different in this respect from the aversgo
or the least “"intellectual" of Soviet broadcasts ; the fact 1s that they are rather
hamogensous 1n their 1o:vol -of apparent 1‘nte11eot1u11ty, soldom doviating much either above
or belew the medium le'gel vwhich 1s nppar:ently considered appropriate, D?And aps far as con-
tent groes, they are oqqll.‘ly oconatant in ‘thoir oxtroemo simplicity. This passege deals 1n
hjgh-sounding generalities without det'ining "demooracy, " without specifying how "imperial-
1am" has “cppressed” th‘a‘:'maaee in the For East, and without differentiating in any way
botween the present social and cultural ‘ponditiona in Chipa and those of Russie 1n 1917,
And, like this passage, nearly all Sovi~t broadcasts are on a homogenoously low level of
‘actual intellectuality,) | ‘ ’

: l
B, SEIECTION AND EMISSION

While the Soviet radio !d.oea not often resort to obvious lying, 1t contimwlly reserts to
two other standard Iropaganda- techniquou\whioh dopart from strict obJectivity: melection
(vhich always implies anission of, or underemphasis on, certain parts of the total
picture), and slanted interpretation, In lator mections we will consider cortain ways
in whish Moacow .;arrics] both techniques to an oxtreme which porhaps defeats its awn
oend by making the toechnigues as such more vulnerable to counter-propaganda, The basioc
tochniques themselvea, however, could scarcely be effectively oriticized; thoy are the
nooossery, takev-for-granted characteristios of all effective Iropagands,. For eoxample,
examiration of a sinelo‘ issus of the SURYEY OF USSR PADIO BROADCASTS (20 Ootober 1949;
seo oampocially p. v) brings out the following types of emission, mome of which are absolute
ard semo only relative to the ameunt of nfttontion given to the same topics by a relatively
inolvoive news source aleh as the NEW YORK TIMES,

|
1. Areaes of Dofeat? lf'qr exanple, cme}nt Commmaniet setbaocks 1in Greoce and in the Austrian
olections wore ignored o glven slight attention, Sim1lsrly, curroent ovidences that the

Western oconomic situation 18 not ene of ‘q’outo "orinia" were ignored; and spesific evidences

CONFITENTIAL
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of Wostorn relmmont‘ and increasing military strength were discussed onJJ very broedly,

in a moral oontext ‘f evidences of Wostorn‘ militarise,

2, Amu of &gl V‘u]norabilitx The St,nto-Church struggle and the mass arrests in
Cvochoalcmkil wery 1guared Western ohlrsaa of violation of ¢ivil rights, in the USSR and
its Batallitea, uere 1gnm'od or evasively handled, The trial of top Communiste in the

U.S, vaa‘ oapitalized on as evidence of Amerioln fascism, but vithout discussion of the
actual :wsuea involved such as Commmuniut re.mmesu to vse farce and violence, The
quoutinn of vorld control of atomic energy na given ilttle mtress, ard was handled with
the evasiveness: that hﬂB characterized Soviet treatmont of this imsue since the beginning,

3, IzLelennt Conflicts‘ The two ubove-montioned types of amission oould have boen
eeaily predictod jo~ . the basis of oommon-aenee assumptions about the nature of propaganda,
Thers 15 a third. ‘anor type of amiesion, however, which could not have been mo readily
ant. 1»1*)51:0&: the goneral (though not univw ‘sal) policy of ignoring < minimizing all
contLict ‘s cther than the one great t'wo-campu conflict between imperialiism and democracy.
Erphas m on the: “m yoat ocleavage 18 nnintnmed partly by not allowing the listener to
ba 'usrmr'tod ‘by‘}other cleavages, One 11lugtration of this policy 1s the very slight
Ho-wt.lcm given'to the differences betweon Ropublicunﬂ and Democrates in the United States,
ani t- t"\eir contest in the presidential o‘loctiom of 1948, Momcow gave perhaps forty

or i‘lv-ry t4mes u much attention to the Soviet-aponﬂored Paris Peace Congress in April
1949 m‘ it had given' to the American eloction of the previous fall (apart from Wallace's
part in this eloction, and the alleged poraocution of his followers). Similarly, the
Bwitiahl Laba. and C@neemtive Parties are treated as virtually identical.

In the IIRVEY of 20 October 1949, this policy was represented by at leaat threo major
avoldancess the LNav;y-vs -Air-Force conflict, which was currently dominating the hoadlinos
in the American .proes‘, the coal and steel utrikon in America; and the persistent conflict
1n Paleptine botﬂeon Jews and Arabs, One might perhaps have supposed that at least the
coal and steel strikea would have been vigorously "capitalized" by Moscow as evidences

of Iahor unrest: 7lnc'i class cenflict in the U.,S, The avoidance is understandable, however,
in vmw[ ‘of the- fact. that both Murray and I.e‘wis are in Momcow's ideoclogy mere lackeys of
Well Strsnt, BA X i(ould have been difficult to depiét this conflict as coinciding with the
parti uﬂar cloqvlge v‘hich Meacow considers crucill

o ,, I

The ono mJor oxoep ‘ton to this policy is nhe fairly frequent playing up of "contradictions"
vithin ‘r.he olpiulist World, and eepocial.‘;r‘ 'rivalry be*weer Britain and the United States.
There 13 a real p-radem here., The Soviet rpﬂ.io is torn between two mropaganda advantages:
tho anvazmuge of fmininizine all differencoe except the mmjor one; and the advantage of
ahowinc, that the leneny 18 disunited and therefore weak, The conflict between the two
tendenc'ies i»\.,'a:pocillly clear in the cese of the treatwent of Anglo-.Americln relation-
ships; ;rhere is: h vaoillation between tronting "Anglo-imerican imperialism” as a single
entity god - playing np real or alleged rivalry Letwoen the two powers, especially in the
M1ddle Eut Z:i ‘ i

L, No;n ;tﬁont: | A fourth possible t;y'po of cmission should be menticnod for the sake
of camp]etenesa:w ooncreto issues on which ‘the Soviet Goverrment has not yot takon a firm
affic*wl atand,’ or hls not fully clarified ‘u'.u romition, It 18 undorastandedble that the
Soviet [Gavermem =hou.'|.d not want its propaglndn arm to coamit 1t in advance on 1saues, or
napocu iof isaues, relative to which 1t nnta a freo hand for negotiation and bargaining.
" The romnrhbly ml]é‘:mopasanﬂn investment |in the Berlin situation during most of the air-
110t poriod is porhaps a case in point; the Soviet blockmde itself was virtually ignoxred
by Moscow, s0'that when it was lifted there was relatively littls loss of face, The
avoidmmo of ‘the! comkrete iasues involved in the Austrian treaty 1s pexrhaps another

uluatrlation. .,{ 1 i
\

In placo of - 11.1 theae ‘avoided topics or aub—topice , the Soviet radio concentrates, dey in
nnd ﬁav lout:, on: thoae ovonts or those propaglndiutie gonexralizations (nunh an tho aggressive
chnruutor 'ot th'o[ﬁthntio Pact) which moat\du'ect].y suppart 1its own two-camps picture of
the world F.Sr oxnmplo, to take a single onmple, it freely makes nne of quotations
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vwhich sup;ort ita positiom, preferring (when they are available) quotations from porsans
vho cannot be acoused of Cammnist bias. A typical way of introducing such quotations 1s
tc say, for instance, that "':even such a reactionary as Semator Taft" Pointa to ‘the weak-
nesses cf the military aid program, | 7 : i

F. SIANED INTERPRETATION :
: ‘ || i - '
The ' ctber "standard" and baéic Seviet technique of diatax'tien is alanted interpretation,

*

Perhapa the moatf mteronting“thing about Moscow's mlanted interpretations 1s the‘n‘i oxpliocit-
ness, As we havJe Pointed out, the action-implications of the mterial are not spelled out,
All‘ot.bzr'mplic‘ltiom, howeyer, are, as a rule, fully explicit, good.neu”mi"fb!dmu of
an action, for instance, im made abundantly clear, On such points there is no effort to
give the listane;- the foeling that he 1m being allowed to dxraw hiu‘ own conclusions from

the facts, Rather, the impression 1s given that the interpretations which need to be drawn
are ia wholly obvious aapoct ﬁr the facts themselves. The Soviet Fropagandists =d‘é' not
anpear to aaeumo‘, like some gther Propagandista, that objectivity J(oz- the appearance of
objectivity) implies an absence of explicit Interpretation; their apparent luumﬁt}m is

that fact and 1nr,or1metationi ln:je inseparable, For example:

‘ [
1
ot

I | o
"Ba7ing the| electars 1nj‘1mind, a murber of Senators (who criti%:ize’d the military a1d
Frogran ) do‘no‘t wish to|connect their fate with the aggrossive cause of the White
, Bouse, (1?' October 1949, A 5) ! N

‘ \ \ | . Lo
"Ia Italy, M, Moch has lgtlbart-to-honrthlka ¥ith his Rewe counterpart, Scolbe, |whose
~mattails are also atair‘zled with the blood of innecent }viqtiml" (20 October’ }9&9, G 2)

. | . | 3y
Each. of theme 1tcj:m has the 4£>mamme of factual description; each of them makes fully
explisit a highly contrwom;gl interproetation of events ; and each |pi-eaentn the mt[er-
rretaticn as 1f it had the oame obviecus, factual character as the tangible facta which are
reforrei +o, Inﬂthe case of \t.he Semators who criticized MAP, two ejlemgntu of mtéi:’protatim
are uncbtrusively introduceds| the motive for their criticiam (foaq of the "electars™) and
the "aggresaive" }aharacter of the policy of the White House, It is slso clearly 4mplied
that this "aggressivencss" ia ‘obvieun to the "eloctars." In the socond case the essontial
oontroversial interpretation 1s introduced uncbtrusively with the word "1nnocent'f}q‘s applied

0 "victims, * and“ this interpretation 1s treated as if 1t has the same. factual ¢haracter
as the Moch-Scolba cenversatioms which represent the starting-point of the 1ter, | Moscov
dces inot ssy "Moch:talked with Scelbe » wham democratic olements in Italy accuse of murder-
1ng lmnocont viotims," To put |1t in such a way would have withdrawn the. halo of factualness
and obviousness frem the "innacence” of the victims, which was tho pasential mropagands
point tiat meded‘ to be oatab:l}izhed; 1t would have onceuraged the liatener to uépnfi"lte fact
and mt.amotntiop, and perhaps to challonge the interprotation while l’ccopting‘thé*‘“flct.
Butwato Julge by ita comiato“nt policy-~that 1s exactly what Moscow does not want ts
listeners to do. r ‘ f ' i

1

; ! 3 SRR
Othor illustrations of the technigue could be multiylied indefinitely. Ope of the ‘omnt-
present furms of it, for instance, 1is the use of vei'bs, as vell as mouns, which 1mply the
major- themes of the Soviet Fropaganda ‘line, The use of nouns such as "monopolists® and
“poople” has already been 1llustrated, Scme of the most well-worked verbs which serve
a pimilar function are "admits," "urmesks," apd "demands." At the time of devaluation
Crip.s "aduwitted"|tuat the mrice of bread would rise--implying that |he would normally try
to conceal such a fact, but that in this case concealment was impossible, Vishinaky| and
others are contimually "wmesicing” the warmongers--implying thi't they are sinister; hypo-
crites as woll as \mntisatara |of war, The U,S, "demands" Br‘ituh’dén‘luation--i‘xiblihg that
Iritain has beon roduced to the status of a vassal uf Wall Street, Similarly, Framce does
ho: agreeo to U,S. proposals, 1t "submits" to U.S. "orders "; Sforza doems not talk with U,S,
roprosontatives, ho is "swamoned" to talk with them; Amorican military leaders do not
ask for European assistance, they want to "compel" the French, Italians and others|to "pull
their  cheatnuts out of the :t‘*r;oj." AdJoctives and adverbs teo are contimually premsed 1into
servide, "Allogedly" is & Drime faverite; o,g., whon Wosterners apoak of pouuib;eflﬂ,aviot
mggression, this is "a loud noise of an imagirary danger allegedly Atening, " "Obedient"
is also a I‘nvcxrito‘; when the Soviet delegation 1s out-voted in the U,N,, the mjority 1s
typically .an "obedlent" majarity, obedient to the "dictates "lof the Wall Stroot monupoliists,

When translated into such torms, there 1s hardly a rolitical levent o‘plthx‘, face of the globe

that cannot be describded in aw::h a way as to suppcrt the Soviet Fropaganda picture.
‘ ‘ CONFIDENTIAL ! ; x
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a5 II. MORE VULNERABLE CHARACTERISTICS

KEY ISSUES

:.I'he eelec‘tion qr cardetac‘,king which 1s described above involves an avoidenca of
—,cer..ain key 1uquea-—-an avoidnnco which in someé cases 1s extreme enough to raise a ‘
?queation t vhcther an opponent might make propsganda capital hy oxponing the ovasions |

rlof the major issuea ovaded in this. way are:

4'» Froedom 1n‘the Soviet Sphere: Recent Western charges havo brought about
‘ation of this 1ssue, but the typical reply is to chnrge ”alavery" in the

| 18n to attcmpt a d.‘lrect defense of Soviet and Satellite practicee. For
jfinatanca, lin ro‘ply to chax"soa of forced labor in the USSR, we r‘md the. following:

| |+ |
"Tho ‘nami.rc of thie galley-slave work (in Britein) cen be \Judgod by the fact i
that'.‘ nob is prepared to go voluntarily into the mines, althongh there are ‘

‘ 400,000 uqemployed m Britain. The manpower in the mines Jlﬂ supplemented by

| aen?ﬁng dqnobilized soldiers compulsorily into the pits, by recmﬁting white

i elavPa “opg the ranks of the so-called DP's, and by netting common criminals

[ to w rk i {This, then, 18 the much-vaunted freedom of 1abor} in present-day
Britu‘in. _ (14 Auguet‘l9h9, I7)

\ e ! ‘

!feutern chargtl 1n the U.N. with regard to violations of human righ 8 in Eungery, lennin
;and Bulgar:la ha‘vo been met chiefly by accusations that the soveroisnty of these countries

f?.l being attacked and by‘reiteration of official accusations against Mindszenty, Rajk,

‘*and others), nf f the truth of these accusations were self- evident. The right to deal |

ﬂt’.ernly whth "tpucistc" and spies 18 atoutly maintained. And u‘imilnrly, on the very rere
ccasions | vhen"‘the Soviot: corrective labor syatem" is upecifically deacrided, 1t is i
Eiacuued only Fn terms of the treatment of “"criminsls," and the treatment itlelf is

I‘escribed as pn h more huxﬁane than the treatment of criminals in the West. On the

qually ra'*e ‘oc,pasiona when free speech and freedom of the preaa in the USSR are discussed,
ere 1s ? repetition of the official thesis that the press is freer in the USSR than
lewhero 'beolpae all groupl are given not only freedom but aluo paper and printing

Feues-—yhic jorkers in ‘the West cannot afford. The methods of Perty control are ‘

-never disouued 4n' this context, nor is there ever a discuuion} of vhat congtitutons

Thlit1ca1["or

,mlity." J

i

.~ The ]'Jnnlemontltion of ‘Atcmic-EnorQ Control: The way in which tho concreto iasues

“31‘ atomiclenergy control nave been evaded--without seeming to oved- -‘Nem--represents

one of tho} lubt;.olt upocffn of Soviet propaganda technique. Both berore and after

en:ldent fI'rump'a announ-ement of Soviet poueuion of the bomb, Mo-oov pictured 1its

fovn campaign for prohibitﬂon of atomic weapons as "clear and concrote," in contraest

to the evauvoftechnionition of 1ts opponents; yet it has conlincontly tended to i
Qvoid any renm:nlcuuion ‘of the actual points at issue: the n-turo of nadequate inspection,
‘mcermtioml] "o'yncrahip end menagement of atomic energy facilitios as distinguished
from mere I

1

tion, the ‘veto, etc. There has &lsoc beea (with\ certain notahle excoptionn)

_ll lyltamﬂ.io uo:t pedalling of the whole 1ssue, giving 1t Just cnoueh attention so

;thut, in all pro}nbility, new listeners are aware that the soft-pedelling has existed
at all, "'t.ws viot campaign to "ben the bomb" has been strongly emphasized only at
#holo p-r1.10u1q:' timen (tho fall of 1948, and again more briefly and I:lld.l: in the fall
of 1949) \rhem vyrld atten’aion would have been concentrated on this 1nuo i any case, -
*-qouno Soviot initiative was clearly called for n\ a defensive gounter-

i(For more detli od’ dilcuuion of this complex topic, see the SURVEY ‘OF UBSR RADIO
#ROADCASTSL olp‘ ;cinlly 2 April 1948, pp. J 1-3; 26 Novenmbe. 19‘48, Pp. A 1-2; 13 October
%9‘*9; Pp. |A 1:21)

:‘:;L Woestern F

|of That Fear: In any
imcussion| of | Wel < ‘ oviet a
?wenion‘vh‘lch has cnuud these developmentn 1a ordinarily :lgnored, lnd the result -

i
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is that the So] iet 1nterproftation of} them as Purely aggrossi aDFears as thf" only
pfouiblo explanation. On the rare occasion2 vhen Woestern reforences to Sovies
aggression are| mentioned ot all, such roforences sre dismissed as Palpabdly dishonest
p:roplgandn; th?y are "s loud noise of an imaginary danger allegedly threstening."
Another example: ’ : : |

!

l

| | : |
| "Time and again Spaak spoke 1in ‘n‘t\yltericil manner. Thum, turning to the Soviet
! delegation, he declared that th:o position of the Weatern Povera were based on
} fear...,of !tho USSR. 'We feel you,! Epaak exclaimed, 'on the frontierq [of the
i Rhine; and we are afraid.' It 1:vu 'easy, however, to understand that these
i thoatrzcal} tricks were needed for the very definite purpose of prdduc:lq an
| impression upon the re wesentativea of the yellow press, who feverishly récorded
| Spask's yelling." (1 October I?heg AT) |

| | |
At the sans time , there 1m a‘lno-t never any defonse of the numerocus hintoriaq}l episodes
which are often interpreted lin the Woj:t as instances of Soviet aggression. The
Finnish war, foF inetance, and the weys 1n which Soviet control of the Satellites was
established afuar “l11beration" are almost never discussed. And the same blackous
exists (with rare oxceptions) for tho; Vhole pe.iod of the Nazi-Soviet Pact. |

h,} Direct Econ‘omic Comperisons Bow.Ln East _and West: When Soviet figures nl-e glven,

they are compared with othor‘ Soviet Tfigures, showing remarkable progress; whox:x Western
figures are givnfm they are compared v;thj other Western figures » showing decline or
lt;agmtion. Sc 'iet and Weatern' figures are rarely, if over, directly compered, It 1a
rarely if ever stated in so many vordh--thoueh it is often vaguely implied--that the worker@*®
standerd of 1iving is higher|in the Soviet Union than in the Weat. Social services and

the abaence of unemployment in the USSR are dlscussed, but there are no direct comparisorns
between the daily life of a Soviet worker (the kind of clothes he puts on in the morning,

the kind of food ho has for breskfast ,‘ the kind of house he lives in, eto.) and the

daily life of workera olsewhore. The |Soviet radic does not admit a lower living dtandard
and then defend (it on the gx-c%und of Russia's initial backwardness, World Wer I, civil

wn?, and World w‘ar II. In.to‘cd, it simply avolds the issue. \

S. } The Role of -Lbho USSR (and the Comm‘uniot Partios) in the Satellites: It 1-‘i alvays
blandly assumed ‘{thnt the Satellites are not only democratic in every sense of the word
but; alao wholly soverelgn and irdependent. The two crucilal quertions--the question of
hether these countries are dminated‘py Communist Parties, and the further question of
hether those Communist Part:liu are dominated by Moscow--are not recognized ave. as
uestions oxi-tips in the m:lnfi- of Western critics. Western charges in this Trespect
Te vaguely reforred to (1f mentioned at all) ‘only as "baselesa slsnders" against the
"PoPplo‘u Democracies.” ‘ : ‘ |

5. . Differences Between Soviet and Western Meani;

of "Democracy": As far gs ecmphasis ‘
goem,  thers are two fairly clear differonces between the Soviet definition of 'demccracy”
and| the Western definition of 1%, both|of which are inferadle from the nature of the
¢ontexts 1n which the Soviet radio uses the word., (a) The very amall Soviet emphasis

9n individual freedon--even on the propagenda level--suggests that this cssential com-
jonent cf Wut;om conceptions jof democracy is not importsnt in the minds of Bovliot
iraopagandists. (b) The word ';dmcrlcz‘r" is used as 1f 1t were synonymous wvith [class
Juetice; for exampls, "the cemp of democracy” 1s often contrasted vith "the gamp of
reaction,” as if the . opposite ‘or reaction were necesssrily democratic. This puggeste

cha?f in Soviet minde “democracy’ connotes 'government for the poople--i.e, ; for %he common
people, the workers--much more then it comnnotes government by the pecple. Majority rule

a i i

r l;uch 1s seldom 1f over dlscussed,

| | 1 | '

The vagueness of the Soviet rl;djo on 1d‘eoljogical issues 18 well 1llustreted, however,
by the fact that these differenod have! never been made explicit. Moscow hag never
sa1d "oclesa Justice 1a more important than fres speech or majority rule." Instead, the
' '

b-o?_utonou of the two-camps dichotomy uj:.;nintn‘med even hore; 1t 1s nover admitted
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or a mroment *“at the West Places more le‘mphasis on free gpeech or ‘on majority fnle ‘cﬁan tl\‘@“

cviet Ux.f:ion duves. The vord "Qemooracyi" ie treated as if 1t had a single cler~ and trans-

jarent meaning, which is violated in every respect by the "ruling circles” in Jhe Veat. ‘;
er' instance: ‘ ‘ ; | ; !
‘ “ﬁ}:.ng to make a joke of ‘1:, Bevi}ri 8aid that one should appoint a special number of
Miniaters' Deputies in vuder to establish what 'democracy! and 'scvereignty' nrje.

~Bevin'e joke, however, failed to "t the mark. Tt is vell knowvn thet the U.8. and

\
I : i ‘ :
. British resctionary press }have recvntly on many occasions been trying to asserv in all

and |lent themselves to different 1:nftorpretations. Is 1t befitting, hovever, for a
.. Labor Minister to make such remarka?” (5 December 1947, A L4-5) : 1

—

r. appeal” which strongly contr}aeta with the earlier and more candid revolutionary eppeals|!

the proletariat as such. Thgre sre Western writers who dc not take the change at ite

ice value, "Historicuse," for exemple, ‘concludoe that "the Marxist doctrine to which he

)- demosratic socialists who share the |desire for socialiem but who oppose the violont
d undemocratic methods of class or Party distatorship; and (b) non-socialist elemsnte--

rhape chiefly in the middle ozj' vhite collar classes--who can be appealed to in terms of
ace, democracy, national independence, .stc. ‘ !

though the shrewdness of thie

strategy“aeeune evident, 1t would seem to be also a

atements by Lenin and Stalin (st111 ou:x"rent end taught in the USSR), and by pointing to
e present Infrequency of similar statements. A direct self-contradiction could not be
imed, since the Soviet radio ldoes notl (as Stalin d1d in his 1936 interview with Roy
ard) make any statements that appeer to deny directly the revolutionary aims of inter-
ional Qmmnn;lam, Here, as 1n: many otjlje;- instances, Soviet inconsistency is primarily
tter of differences of emphasis rather than of outright self-contradiotion, . But the
fference of emphmsis is in this case ao great toat 1t might be relatively easy to demon-
rate 1t ‘to a non-revolutionary; Weetorn| radio listener who was familiar with the current

riet 1ine and who, 4f confronted with the earlier line, would Probably find 1t both |
femiliar and d1eturbing. : | ‘
s I

| ; ; | ‘
v P ; ‘ |
ree 1llustrations of the older line have already been given (p.6). Surveying now more
itematically the types of older etatemépt which are now relatively rare, we can say |
1t (they [include: 1 ‘ | ‘

(a) The words "revolution"‘ and “ravplutionary."

.‘(b) g'he phrase "diotatorshjip of the proletariat,” Although recently somewhat i
revived on the Satellite beams and occasionally mentioned in Home Service broadcasts,
thie phrese is extremely rare in Moscow's regular foreign broadcasts; and the ;
rarity 48 the more striking|when compared with the central importance of proletarian
d‘icta‘torahip in, for exampls, Stalin's "Problems of Leninism." The single word
"d1ctatorship” 1s of courso{wholly out of key with the current Soviet atress on
"damo‘cracy," even though, in the Sov;iet 1deology, 1t does not by any means imply a
one~m:an dlotatorship. And, |in addition, there 1s the demonstrable fact that 1t does
~imply an exclusion from the‘f'diotatdtahip" of middle class and peasant groups, some
of whom are perhaps not now‘awnre of how definitely they could be excluded from at
leastithe initial stages of Soviet "democracy." ‘ |

i
!
|
!

(c) Other class conceptsa, quch a8 b&urgeoisie and petit bourgeoisie.

‘ |
FOREIGN |AFFAIRS, Januery 19&9,} p. 214
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AVOIDANCE OF BASIC BOLSHEVIK DOCTRINE - i P

¢ wes pointed out above that preaent-dAfSoviet Propagands is characterized by s '\:.nﬁveraaiity

talin) 4s committed is uncompromisingly revolutionery."* It 1s therefore legitimate to “
ppoge f.pat the soft-pedalling' of the older doctrines 1s primarily propagandistic in| j
ture, and that 1t is designed| to minimize the opposition of two non-revolutionary groups:

culiarl‘y vulnerable one, since 1t could be expos.ad by the asimple device of quoting earlier
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(4) The concopt of "iron :‘1scipline” within the Party. For instence: | "Whoever in
the least weskens the ivon discipline of the party of the proletariat (aapeoially{
during ita|dictatorship) actually aids the bourgeoisie against che proloetariat.”™
(Stalin, gnoting Lenin; in FOUNDATIONS OF LENI]IIBM 19211»)‘

(o) The carlie‘r outapoken challenge to exiatins Bropertx ri@xta' "abolition of
private proyorty.

(£) The cballanse to religion; roliglon 1s "the opium of the pTople. ‘

(8) The c.nallengo to patriotism; "the vorkins men have no connpry.

| ‘ | |
(n) The challenge to parlismentary denocracy‘; "dieruptin‘g parlismentarism from v‘ithin."

(1) The frank acceptance of violence; "forco is the nudwife of'| every--old nooiety‘

vhich is pregnant with the new. |

| ]
!, UNSUPPORTED noam'rrsn { | 1 |
|

he air of absolute certainty whick characterizes moet of Moscow's aesertiore stands in
itriking contrapt with the frequent absence of facts supporting those aesortions And
this contrast’ there may lio another major weak epot in Moaoow'a propaganda armor.

'he contraet 1s| not necesearily immediately apparant As bas beon ppintod ont, Boviet
sropsganda gives an impression of factualness. It 1s factual, however, only in the eenne
that 1t rogularp.y uses news items as pegs on which to hang its propaganda thms. It 13
ot factual in It'.he sense that it supports these tuemes theunaelvee with any ayatmtic !
bresentation of| data; rather, the themes ordimrily appear in the elanted wordins of the
"factual™ item itself, or in the form of generalizations vhich are preaentod es if they
vere 8o obvicus| .as not to noed factual support. For 1netanoe- ]‘ i

"Not ore otr those who took part in the debato even tried to dony {the re‘lcte showing the
Mtorferoﬂoe of the U.S. and Great Britain 1n Greek afraira. (17 October 1947, E 2)

in

"It 18 inc}mbon‘b on the aforementioned states (ﬁungary, anania, and Bulgaria) to

wage a struggle against organizations of a fasciat type qnd other organizafdone which

aim at depriving the people of their democratie rights." ; (20 Ootober 1949, A 2) | ‘

fhe faoctual posn on which these two items hang are diaouaeiona in ?.ho United Nations; hnt ;
bhe easential conolueion.e which are dravn--Anglo-Amerioan "mterferenoe" m[Greeoe and |
bhe "fasciat® character of those who have been liquidated by the Satellite governmnte-- g ;
are not snpported by eny facts whatever. ; i | \ |
It can be contcnded that this technique reproeente one of the\atronseut aep‘eota of noaoov'a

bropaganda approach. Statements such as thomse quoted abovo pro‘bably convoy\ a very otrong

Impreseion--at least in the minds of uncritical listeners--that the Soviet generalizations

are in fact wholly obvious and not in need of any factual support. [The tochnique ulao has

the advantage that 1t makes no demands upon the intelligence of the \1iatenar ; the -peaker

saters to the zqental inertia of the listener by not asking him %o vejish or asumblo faots.

For listeners v‘ho are already more or less committed to the Soviet v‘ernion 01' evonto and
receptive to Soviet interpretations, 1t may well be that unaupported dogmatism 18 tmch
nore effective |than an approach which, by attempting proof, might ee!em to oast doudt on
vhat 18 self-qviden’a " But 1t could aleo be contended that, in the minde of uncommitted
Listeners, euch: dogmatism 1s vulnerasble. While initially effective }oven with such 1
Listeners, 1t may in the long run be vulnerable to sounterattack by ‘a propneanda opponont
wWho makes contrary statements with equal confidonce, who supports them with|abundant
facts systmtilcally presented, and who repoatodly challengos : the dosmatiet to do the
same, i

P. BLURRING OF :DISTINCTIONS

Po force the 1rlfin1‘bely complicated real world 1n1;o a crudely oimple two~-camps idoolcg‘r
involves 1gnor1ne or donyins many distinctions whioh are in fact fairly obvious. It ‘

onnnnm.'m |
{jp rTrnlml l\u ;

|
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. involves, for inatance, ignorirj or denying the difference between capitalists and

} uoculum ~-s d1stinction which 1lies at the heart of Marxism 1tulf consldered as a

. socisl ideology--whenever this distinction does not coincide with tho line tket the .

' Soviet Governaent draws botween thoso who are subservient to 1t and those vho are not.

' In Soviet propaganda we thereform get such strange bedfellows as Wall Street and Tito,

' Churchill and Bevin, De Gaulle and Blum, Hitler and Schuaacher, NAM and CIO. All,

' according to Moscow, are "reactionary." Philip Murray snd Normun Thimass, as vnll as

i T1to, Bovin, and many others who are ordinarily conaidered as @ocialists or ropressntatives
of labor bave all been depicted by Moacow as "lackeys" of Wall Strut.

Ono aspoct of thia tendency has alrudy been discussed as an 14.1ultrution of the general |
i Soviet policy of ignoring "irrelevant conflicts." If 1t mnifeutod 1ts0lf only by giving .
! 811ght attention to "irrelevant" conflicts (such as the eleotion contest between Truman
| and Dewey), the technique could hardly be called a vulneradble ono‘. If such a distridution
'of emphasis wore "exposed" in tue eyes of an ordinary rsdio listener, he vould soarqely |
'consider 1t vory heinous; he might preaumadbly grant to Moscow t'.ho privilege of emphasizing
'what it conasidors importent. But the questien of vulnerability o-n definitely be raised

‘when Moacow passes from ignoring to an cutright denial of the ditferencol between, for

‘example, Wall Strect and Tito. And such outright denials do often ocour. For instamce:

"This trip" (Tito's proposed trip to Paris and London) "is 'Soing organized by the
U.S, intelligenco service in Europe on direct orders from Huhington, which has
decided to exhibit the Yugonlav Marshal to the Europesn people-. (20 October
1949, D 1)

"Wo sooner were the olections over (in Norway) before the llﬁor leaders cast off
the cloak they had sdorned themselves with during the eloction cempaign." (20
Oct ober 1949, E 1) -

"The molt varied reactionary groupings in the U.S. and Europo, such as Churchill,
Eoover, Norman Thomas, Leon Blum, snd other right-wing Sooinliat- are grouping
togothor. (30 Apx':ll 191&8 ‘A 3)

Tmre are alaoc othor ways in vhich the blurring of importsant dintinotiom within either
tho black camp or the white camp, helps to maintein the simplicity and 1nc1un1n-

ness of the black-white contrast. For example, the porfection already achieved by both
.the USSR and the People's Democracies is not marred by drawing any olear distinction
whot:ween the nature of a "People's Domocracy” and the mocialism of the USSR. Ner is the
.ocinlim of the USSR allowed to ssem imperfect by comparison with a subsequent

wmmuninf. stage of development; the expression "progress toward Comunim," or "marchimg
tmmrd Communism™ is. used, but without clerifying tke nature of the Communism toward whieh
‘the USSR is mrohing—-whefzher, for oxample, 1t will actually mean "from each eccording to |
his ability and to cach sccording to his need," and whether 1t w:lll include the "withering
nmy of the state.” i
|

And,‘ on the bleck aide of the great divide, some of {he other blm“rod distinctions are:

(a) Botween being snti-Soviet and being resdy to vage nsgronivo var against the
Soviet Union. For instance, "admissions” in the Weamtern press that the Atlantic ‘
Pact a8 "directed against” the USSR are taken sa proof that tho puact 1s "aggrossive”
in nefure--ignoring the distinction between fear of Soviet nggrcuion and desire ;
to provoke war., ;

(b) Between oppouing the "unenimity principle” (i.e., the Soviot voto) and oppoung
intorutional "unity" or ceoperation. The verbal aimilarity between "unity" and
"unenimity,” and elso between "unanimity" and "unaninity prinoiplo has heon okill-
fully utilized to make opponontl of the veto appeoar ss opponnnt- of the very

spirit of international oooper-tion.

(o) Between "militery" and "aggrossive." For instsnce:’ "'I'he rovival of military
unions of a similar character (to that of the Axis) is very dsngorous for the cause
of poace, It i characteristic that Bizonia is becaming the maln aresenal of the

\
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militery unions of Western Powerl."ji (17 December 1548, 3 1)

[
(d) Between eppeasing Hitler |and doiibcrntoly "unleashing war." The| Munich perind
1s handled with & suppression of all evidence that Chamberlain and Daladier were:
afraid of wer itaself, and the result 1p thet they are made to appesr as willing
accomplices rather then victin‘n of Hitler. (For further description of the rather
complex propaganda techniquoa used 11 the Soviet reinterprotation of recent history,
sce the SURVEY OF USSR BADIO EROADCASTS, ¢specially 13 February 1948, ‘ PP. A 5-9;
20 Fedrusry 1948, pp. A 1-2; 1]‘6'Apz-i1 1948, pp. B 1-4. Thome 1ssues of the SURVEY
descrihe the "battle of the doouments” wuich began with the State Department's
Pbublication of doqumentl on Nlri-Sov%oQ ‘rolationships. ) }

B. "SLIDE-IR" _ ‘

‘Coupled with this blurring of diatmctiom! there 1s often a Particular uqu:onco whkich adde
greatly to the effestiveness of the blurrip‘s‘: an acceptable 1dea is followed by & less
accoptadle one, with an unobtrusive shift in! wording such that the unvary lliltonoi- nay
not realize that he is being led farther and farther away from his lurting point., We
have already peiated cut the particular kind of "blurred distinction" which consists in -
treating an interprotation am 1f 1t lwore an integral part of the "fact” vhibh is being
describod. The illustrations given |at thly Point also illustraie the "lliug-in" deovice
which is now teing considered. The 11ste.or is ordinarily presented first vith & "fact"--
Probedly a true fact, or at least -opthing that sounds 1like a fact, which he can accept
in a rolatively Passivs, uncritical frame of mind. With no change of p-co,\the pro-
Pegandist then casually brings in a pighly 'slanted interpretation, in such a vay thet the

l1stener who 1is not on his guard natprnlly icg’rrion over to tke interpretation the same
uncritical attitude which he had adopted tc?wq’rd the "fact." "For instance: ‘

: I |

"In Colombia, as in all the other Llci:n;mnerioan countries, the hand of the' United
Statos 1s not far awvay; the 0o1<j:m'binn newspaper IL TIEMPO discloses the smuggling
of orms from the United States both by sca and lend. In view of the increase of
the democretic movement. throughéut the Latin American continent, the Ameriocen
imperialists cen mair..ain their douninn‘tibp only by helpimg to set up ro}nct:lonu'y
snd pro-fascist regimes. Such a Procese is now taking place in Colombis,"
(17 November 1949, H k) 1t }
foro the initlal statement thet "the hand of the United States 1s not far quy," whether
prue or not, 1is at lsast plausible frpm the standpoint or many listeners. The roference o

the smuggling of erme is perheps onl;q a 111:1;;1'9110-- Plausible; 1t purports tb be a
Tactual statement on a subject about which the listener canmot claim any contrary kmow-

edge. Then, after sliding into his listenor's mind with these tvo relatively
ccoeptable statements » tho speaking takea advantage of thias accept.ag attitude to make a

ar more extreme interpretation: the United States 1tsolf 1a using deception snd

iolence to oppose "democracy™ and ma ntalin "pro-rasciat” regines,

|
nother example: J B |
. |

i ‘ i
"There 1s no doubt %hat devaluation of, the pouna sterling and the curron‘cy of a
number of other countries ocononmicelly tied to Great Britein or dependent om her
1s proof of a sudden incroase in|the economic crisis sweeping the vhcle capitalist:
vorid," (22 Sepbember 1949, A 2) i |

. ; i |
e devaluation of the pound was an 1ndub1tn‘plo fact; the picture of a crisis| "sweoping

i wholo capitalist world" waem Perhaps not ‘quite eo factual in nature. 8t111 anotker
tample: A

I |

"The aritlmeticel relation botween the so-called majority and mimority in the U.N.
doea not corrempond to the real relntiog of politicel forces in ‘the international
érsna. This is evidenced by the many rﬂvornble cozmentn on the Soviet px;-opoull ,
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received fram the broud\o}lt‘jeocijal spheres in vnrioxfu éountrn-. Vishinsky 1s
porfectly right in nyi[n‘g: that the peoples will not. -gpport those who ere ooming
out egainst the Soviet propossls, and that the adoption of thege preposals would
be rogerded as a triuzphamt promouncement of pesce." | (22 October 1548, A 3)

| 3 ;

|

|
|
| L
|
\

. [ |
Here tho sssontial but unodirusive leap 1s from "many f-[vox;.blf comsenta” to "the peoples.”
The statement that there had| ‘bn‘jo;ﬁ 'hpny" favorablo com-‘ntq 1s plausidle emough; from
this, however, the spoaker lil;iqli]l over to the statemont thqt "the psoples"--not scme
individuels, nor some of the peoples, nor most of the pe_opl‘;ol , but "the psocples”--are in

Tevor of the Soviet proposels. | i ; : |

OVERSLANTING: [
It ‘1- of course impossibdle tH dzjn l‘lh&l’p line detween ot@iury slanting, which we have
11l‘t0d &8 a necessery end pr9bably logitimate propagsndas techniqus, and "overslamting."

There 1s perhaps & qualitative ;,olfilrfeﬂ,"ence between oxplicit [imterpretations which the
speaker bolieves to be "truo"" und thoss which he hinself recognizes as oxaggoerations or
distortions. KHere, however, ye;:lra epplying a lesa ntripgept criterion; we ars asking

only whethar the digtortion is 80 grc?u and tangible in [natnro that 1t might perkaps - \ .
be mads the dasis for an offective "qrpo-uro" by an oppo,in‘g Propegandist. Four types of E
slenting *hich might 1n some E‘cn‘ju come under this category are:

F,

i
il
P

‘i

b

Y . ‘ | ‘ ‘ E
1. [‘Automstic Shifting of I-_mllicit Al‘nmgtionl: For instance, every Soviet victory in , -
tho U.N.. 18 interpretod as a [victory for the democratic forpu--tho aasunption being that ) j
those who voted feor the SOviop p;opo-;.l- did so of their own free will. To 1llustrate:

il | \
"Thoso defeats (of the q.!s) prove that the democratic| pecples heve no desire to
be and will not be silent y;.tnen‘lnl of the imporialistioc mothods used by the
colonial powers, methods|which are contrary to the principles of the United

Nations." (17 October 1}?‘#’“ A 2) ’ |
I ! .

On th~ other hamd, every Sovi“ojt: j_floi'n:t. is interpreted n’br oof of U.S. dominatiom--the -
assumption now apparently bci‘;ns jth‘t those who voted ng-;nlp the Soviet proposals oould =
not]hn done mo of their owxﬂt‘g‘oo will (even though thoy are, in some cases,.the same k-

individuals who on other occasioms voted the other way).| For inetance: ¥

1 bi )
' "As for the Interim Comitt;o‘a where there would be no unanimity Principle, there

the U.S. counts on ruling tWe roost through the use|of|1ts voting nachinery,"
(24 Octobder 1947, A 1) H ¢ .

i

N |
|
There are similar ready-made 11';1114 roi- the 1ntorpretntioﬁ-og many other types of events.
For oxemple, wheaever Trumsn or any other member of a noa-Communist govermment doos
scmething whioh Mosoow disapproves of, 1t 1s likely to be atiributed to the direct

.or indirect influence of wall‘ §tgu1: ;| and whenever he does amythiag which Moscow kas
'bu:‘x‘advocnting, 1t e intnppetpd as an attempt to win ?hb ‘:"n‘rbr of the "democratic
foroes" 1In hia country--a -tep} "forced™ upon him by the grewing strongih or the aroused
indignation of these "demooratic; forces." In organizations {whieh the Communiste dominate,
uucb{t‘n the WFTU, all opponit;Pnjlin aﬁtomtic-lly a "-plfﬁttins" of the unity of the :
domocratic forces; while in orgenizations which they do mnot !do:niut-, such as the U.N., 1
thoi{r own oppcosition to tho majority is & coursgeous defonse of national sovereigaty i |
or of some other high prin‘oipl‘e.»; | '

I
2. Slsnted Paraphrase: Mouo’y usuelly uses 1ts own words , [rather then actual quotations,
when 18 describes wiat one of|1ts opponents has said. This laaves room for any smouat
of d}iltortion without bolng ncl:fm;pjed of litsral misquotation, and some diatortion usually
ocours. Typloally, 1t takes Place by the substitution of some of Mcscow's words, slanted
to support ite line, for the mgrydg that the spealter originally used. . For inatance,
Irving Brown 1s sald to have $0ld the |AFL anmuel conference that the "chiof task” of the

b .

I
i

i
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recentiy formed non-Ccmquniat international labor crglnizntioj ‘vill be:
{

‘"FC apsist in overbjhraving the popular democratic govormments in Eastern Europe as
¥ell aa to strugglo against the democratic forces in the p;olonieu. ... One is only
let with surprise gt hew far these gentlomen have gone in exposing their trie ‘
rple~-the role of cl;troct agonts of imperialism 4in the workers ! oarganizations, "
(1‘.5 October 1949, A‘ 8) ‘ )

: i |
Soveral jropsganda doviq?eq are illustrated here, Slanted paraphrese appoars in the subati-
tution{ouf' the term "popul~r democratic govermcents" for the torm "Commmunist-daninated

govermenta, " which 18 wbat Brown 1a much more likely to have sa1d, and of "democratic
farses' for "Cmmnunieta'min the colonial context, 8y this device, it 1s mmde to appear
that BzTasm “oxpomed"” ar ‘a‘d.initted his open opposition to democr;'\‘ay itself, when what ho;
actually dia vas to oppodie. Cammmunists, And, in addition, we hq‘w & camplete blurring of
the distinction between non-Commnist labor leadsrs and "imporialism” 1teelf, 1ntroducpjd
by the! “alida--in technigue,: Starting with the slanted but Tolativoly plauaible desoription

of Brawp'u cppomition to‘ }C‘emnu.nim, the writer eonds with the u]'torret-tion that he 13‘ 1"&

3. Omitting the Gontor‘tl:j It is not only quotations which ca }bo distarted by 1@@11‘3‘3
the context, A pnmphra?;e:ar, in fact, a description of almost any event can bo given|a
differert. meaning by leaying a listener in ignorance of the total situation or Tactual
contort| in which the statemont or event actually occurred, Thel foutntnndmg oxample of this
in Soviet propaganda ia t‘:po‘ description of Westorn rearmsmont, the Atlantic Paot, ote,,
vithoutTl:vmontion of u}p fear of Soviet aggression which constitutes the chief rano#!for
and worsl Justification of these developmemts, In the absence 91’ this contoxt, military
proparaticns can mean enly Something uiniuter--"militlrum, " aggression, and war, For
example: ‘1‘ ‘
“Ihe cverseas 1oldor‘¢‘| of tho Amorican Party in Frence want to militarize the o .
They neod a French imfantry and a French artillery, armed with standardized Anericen
weg;pcra.a..;. However,| the Western Union Pormanent Defense Céumil rookons without the
peapies.... Noithor‘ itho‘phna of the capitalists nor those {of their military staffs
wiT make them abandon the peace camp," (6 May 1949, B 3) \

' |
Ceubined with an appeal tM‘mgpmlilm, wo havg hera a. iractoristio reference t‘g,,»
"militarization"” with none of the defensive context which might givo "mil1tarization” ||
famethirz other than an aggressive comnotation, (And, 1n addition, the use of the ward.‘

|

direct. agent; of imperillﬁsm. "

\

|

'Plana" ani the implied opposition of &ll this to "the peaco ca " directly suggest
tggression.) In other attacis on Western "militarism’ & charactoristic phrase is "propar-
vt iona for var," The uao‘pf this phramo, with no refarence to tpje defonsive charmoter of
the war which is feared b - the West, inovitably suggests deliberate proparation for a war
fhich 1s|actually desired |and intended, i !

. | i |
n 111uu§rat10n of a epocii_‘go quotation reparted out of oomtext g.- found in a bromdcast J‘I:r
ho official Soviet note of mrotest aginat "warmongering" by NEWSWEEK:

: \

bases, and atom bcmbn} againat the USSR, 1n particular for . o destruction of such
Soviet tovns as Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, Eharkov, Odessa, and others. ,,, Tho art
ﬂtaqea that U8, ntraﬁogista ars planning to create a oirou]‘an network of air bames
nroqnd Russia with thq 7iow to tightenicg this notwerk m:d:i]1 »lthe Russians are |
strangled. .,. ‘I'hial article,., constitutes an oxample of unbridled propeganda of a
oW, WAr ageinst the USSR," (18 June 1948, G 2) ; ‘
‘ |

he NEWBHJFEK article was cghoumd with what would be the U,8, strategy in came of Sovie?:
osaion, but by using tl‘fo-‘uerd "plan” without 1ts defensive d.ep‘otation 1t 1s hexre mmde
soom almost synorymous piith a desire or intent to create such & war, * And 1n the last|
ntence ‘Phin 1s made explicit; the description of what might bo dome 1n case of Soviet
- osaion 1a called '&mbrit‘llod propaganda of & now war, "
| i
|
|

"J.’hq fcticle also aut‘iinea the plan of making use of the U,8, air force, alir furce \
\
\
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g, Diubolinm, For _.‘s most oxtrems dopartures from psyaliological Foulim ocme at t.ho
poliits at which 1t ssoribes dimbolival motives to ite adverssries--motives such as an actual
desire for ptanic war, an actual desire to ixpmir the econmic stability of Western :
Europe), etc, Thero is more then an ocho, in Boviet rmdilo m'omanh, of the fantastically
diabolical uctn and intenticns whioh appeared in thoe "confessions®™ cxr the defendants m the

Moaoan u-m.a For ennrplex

; "I‘rumn, Acheson, DuJ.‘loa, ‘Vanaoniborg, and the speculators who prurt:lt out of the obm
| war u-p showing cot the slighteat intention of puttms an oxd to their plans for am
_ ‘stemic war, on which all their hopes are founded." (29 September: 19&9, A 2) L

; "I'nking advantago of the dollar shortage of tho Wost Buropean countries, the U8, !
. nanopolien docided to t1 Yon tho oredit noose around the necks of their victims ('byu
. muting on devaluation), " (29 Soptembor 1%9, A 6) : .

"Al tJ the dollar hunger in Eurcpo, 1t 1s not omly the result of the war erpeMitm,
hauovar groat this mey have been, It was plamned by the Wall Street brain truet,
propared and put iznto prnotioe by tho ramified agoncies of the latter,” (12 ¥arch 19»3,

A 2)

Such. unroallﬁm 18 closoly linked with the similsr unrealism ‘nvolved in a total dnnill?ur b
the elemontof fear in tho psychology ef the Western pecples, It 1s linked also with the »
gomxnl ton‘;iemy to think 4n terms of absolute blacks and whitoes, ‘ . : e
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